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Governor Deval Patrick today released his FY13 budget, which
unfortunately under-funds some critical supports for families. Family
Support Services (DDS line item 5920-3000) has been reduced by
$5.5 million. The impact of this cut is further exacerbated by the
fact this program has already been cut by $10 million in 2010.
There are 20,000 families currently served through this program.
The cut proposed by the Governor today will impact 2,000
Massachusetts families.
Also of great concern is a $3 million shortfall for
transportation (previously DDS line item 5911-2000). This line item
has been bundled into the DDS Community Day & Employment
Services line.
Aside from these larger cuts, there is some good news for the
disability community. The governor's proposed budget:


Maintains level funding for long term supports and services
in MassHealth including day habilitation, adult family/foster
care, adult day health and personal care attendant programs.



Annualizes funding for day, employment & residential
programs that support students who turned 22 last year.



Fully funds the Rolland settlement that continues to bring
people into community-based programs.



Includes some funds for Chapter 257 implementation in
community-based day and employment rates. We are still
reviewing this breakdown to see if more funds will be
necessary to adequate and fairly set those rates.



Level-funded the MRC brain injury residential supports
program (SHIP).
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We are very disappointed at the failure of the Administration to fund
a salary increase for human service workers. The human services
sector, which never enjoyed plentiful revenues in good times, has
suffered disproportionately in state funding since budget writers
began cutting to the bone many years ago. This, despite many
…continued on page 2
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studies that show the human services industry is a major employer with nearly 200,000 employees
who account for more than $100 million in tax revenue in the Commonwealth.
We place our trust and hope in the Legislature to address the absence of sufficient funding
for Family Support and Respite Services for people with developmental disabilities. And we look to
the Legislature to once again express its support for the dedicated human services workforce by
funding a $28 million Salary Reserve.
While the news is not all bad, the continuation of any underfunding in the face of record
state revenues leaves many in the disability community asking the Governor why the human
services sector has not seen a fully restored budget this year. It looks as though we will need to
fight during the next step of the budget process (House Ways and Means) to advocate for adequate
funding for disability programs.
The Arc, ADDP and other advocacy groups will continue their joint efforts for this cause.
It’s time to act! It will be too late if legislators do not hear from you soon. Legislators (both
branches) are meeting now with Chairs Dempsey and Brewer respectively to share their
budget priorities. They must hear from you before they have their meetings.
Go to www.arcmass.com, click on Take Action and you will be able to send an automated
message to your Representative and Senator.
Note: new feature when you send your email, you have to pick an issue from a dropdown
menu on the same page-- pick budget or children or families.

State's Dual Eligible Plan Could
Reshape All Service Delivery
Gov. Patrick's Response to Health Care Reform Plan Could Reshape Entire Disability Service System

A top priority of the Obama Administration, focused on achieving cost savings in both the Medicare
and Medicaid programs, may cause a major realignment in how and where health care and
disability community living programs are delivered.
The proposal focuses on the high number of people between the ages of 21 and 64 who qualify for
both Medicaid and Medicare services. Both programs are funded by the federal government,
Medicare at 100% cost to the federal government, with Medicaid based upon a federal and state
match (50% in Massachusetts). For people receiving services from both programs there are often
significant inconsistencies between what is covered, levels of eligibility and reimbursement.
The Affordable Care Act of 2009 has set a goal of achieving significant Medicare cost reductions by
encouraging states to implement managed care models. In the case of individuals who are viewed
as being dually eligible for Medicaid & Medicare, states are being encouraged to combine these
programs into contracts administered by a third party, known as Integrated Care Organizations
(ICO). This is a new form of managed care.
…continued on page 3
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Massachusetts EOHHS has published a proposal for how this would work in our state, After a public
comment period, it will be sent to the Center for Medicaid/Medicare Services (CMS) for approval.
Massachusetts proposes that five regions be created, with the possibility of
more than one third party ICO being responsible for any number of recipients.
ICOs would be responsible for:
• Managing all combined Medicare & Medicaid funding through the establishment of a
so-called blended rate
• establishing provider networks for all plan participants
• Achieving maximum cost efficiencies
• Overseeing all health care expenditures
• Coordinating Long Term Services & Supports (with or without waiver services being
included in the Massachusetts program)
• Achieving integrated primary care and behavioral health care services
While many disability advocates share the goal of the Patrick and Obama Administrations to achieve
more efficient use of precious and limited health care dollars, there is a strong worry among
developmental disability advocates about including Long Term Services & Supports in the
management of ICOs. More specifically, advocates are especially concerned about LTSS services,
which in the DD community are known as HCBS Waiver services include: DDS Residential, DDS Day
and Employment, Family Support, Transportation, and DDS Service Coordination.
Learn more at: http://www.addp.org/index.php/component/content/frontpage

HB 984: An Act to Ensure Responsibility, Cost Effectiveness
and Meaningful Lives for Individuals with Disabilities
Lead Sponsor: Representative Tom Sannicandro
FACT SHEET
HB 984, also known as the “Real Lives” bill, will improve the delivery of support services for
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities and their family members. This will be
accomplished by creating a system that is flexible, transparent and gives choice and control of
supports to individuals and their family member caregivers.
The bill went through extensive re-working since originally filed in order to obtain wide support. The
revised bill is now supported by the Department of Developmental Services and ADDP, the
Association for Developmental Disabilities Providers. The Real Lives Bill proposes system change in
the way developmental services are financed and delivered. Individuals will be able to determine how
to spend their allocated dollars on services and supports they need including but not limited to
assistive technology, modifications, therapies, and professional, residential and employment services
and supports.
Individual Supports Plans (ISPs) and Plans of Care (POCs) will be designed around four self…continued on page 4
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determination domains:
1. A place to call home
2. Economic self-sufficiency through supports
3. Support for existing or new long term relationships
4. Real community memberships
Fiscal intermediaries and support brokers will be available to assist the individuals.
The bill includes language that allows individuals who are in group based residential, day or
employment service to leave a particular setting or provider in a timely way. This addresses the
sometimes long delays that individuals experience when not happy or satisfied in a certain setting.
Why is this bill needed?
In Massachusetts, thousands of individuals with disabilities and family caregivers lack the critical
support they need to function successfully in their daily lives. Decades of no cost of living increases
and cost pressures on service providers have resulted in minimizing consumer choice within the
existing service delivery structure. It’s important to find ways to safeguard some level of choice for
individuals given that housing supports or employment options will make up a significant part of their
lives.
Often an individual’s placement in a program or residence is based on what is currently available in
the system, and not what is best or even most cost effective for the individual. The existing system
will experience a higher demand with limited resources.
Examples include:
 Individuals with developmental disabilities living with elderly caregiver parents
 Adults with developmental disabilities with complex medical needs.
 An exploding population of children on the autism spectrum
 Young adults turning 22 years old receiving no assistance after transitioning out of their special
education programs
 Individuals wishing to leave an existing program sometimes must wait several months to
pursue an alternative option
This bill is responsive to these emerging trends.
Cost Implications



HB 984 requires no new funding except for modest transition funds. It directs the Executive
Office of Health and Human Services to implement the program using available federal funding
streams.
The new system will provide fiscal incentives for individuals and families in return for maximum
flexibility in planning and budgeting.

Ultimately, “An Act to Ensure Responsibility, Cost Effectiveness and Meaningful Lives for Individuals
with Disabilities” will create systemic change by providing cost effective, flexible supports for
individuals with disabilities to lead full and productive lives in their communities, and for families to
remain together.
For more information, contact advocate@arcmass.org.
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REAL LIVES ARE IN
NEED OF REAL SUPPORT
By Sandra Kinney
Editorial in the December 21, 2011 Issue of The Standard Times
The state Committee on Children, Families and Persons with Disabilities, co‐chaired by Sen.
Michael Rodrigues of Westport, recently heard testimony to urge passage of a House bill known as the
Real Lives Bill. I had the opportunity to testify at this hearing and would like to share that with you.
The “Real Lives” Bill H984 will help increase the choices of support services for persons with
developmental disabilities and their families. I live in Marion and I am a mother of three children. My
son is 24 and was born with Down syndrome. I am also a board member of a statewide grassroots
organization called Massachusetts Families Organizing for Change.
Some important reasons this bill should pass are families and people with disabilities do not have
the support that they need to live everyday lives. My family struggles on a daily basis to “manage” and
“get by” physically and emotionally for my son with not a lot of flexibility built into his current services.
Choice is what we need, choices on goals that he works on daily, to choices on who he wants to be with.
This bill will give individuals and families a role in planning their own lives and allow them to have
person‐centered planning centered around their own goals. It needs to be “my son’s” goals, not the
system’s goals. Currently, and individual’s placement in a support program or residence is determined
by “where there’s an opening,” and not on what is the most appropriate for that person. The “Real
Lives” bill would propose a system change in the way developmental services are delivered and
financed. Individuals could determine how to spend their allocated dollars on the services and support
they need. They would have an Individual Support Plan and a Plan of Care, which will focus on four key
self‐determination components: To have a place that they “call home” to be economically stable
through the supports they receive, to be supported to keep relationships and to develop new ones, and
to have real community membership. These are basic rights you and I have. Our family and our son
deserve the same access to education, medical care, social activities, employment opportunities, living
arrangements and other options as anyone else.
Too often people like my son are looked upon as not having the same basic rights as everyone
else in society and I am here today to say “yes he does” and “yes he can” every time we have doubted
that he can make his own decisions. He proves us wrong, from succeeding through public education
fully included for 14 years to being a patient with significant medical needs with no voice due to a
tracheostomy and being listened to by his medical team and support services. These examples are just
to name a few.
I strongly believe that with the right support, everyone deserves a “Real Life” and now more than
ever people with developmental disabilities deserve this too. My family only wants the same
opportunities as everyone else.
5
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New Study Probes How
Teens With High-Functioning
Autism Spectrum Disorders
Approach Learning to Drive
In the first study to investigate driving as it relates to teens with a high-functioning autism disorder
(HFASD), child development and teen driving experts at The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia’s Center for
Child Injury Prevention Studies found that two-thirds of teenagers with a high-functioning autism spectrum
disorder (HFASD) who are of legal driving age in their state are currently driving or plan to drive.
The study is published this month in the Journal of Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics.
A HFASD is characterized by subtle impairments in social interaction, communication, motor skills and
coordination and by a difficulty in regulating emotions. Many of these capabilities come into play when driving.
“Little is known about how HFASDs affect a person’s ability to drive safely,” explained lead author Patty
Huang, M.D., a developmental pediatrician at The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP). “Over the past
decade, the rate of children diagnosed with an HFASD has increased, meaning that more of those kids are now
approaching driving age. Car crashes are the number one cause of death for teenagers, so it is important that we
understand how HFASDs impact driving and how to develop appropriate educational and evaluation tools.”

Researchers discover common characteristics among teens likely to drive
In a first step to better understand the issue, researchers surveyed almost 300 parents of teens with HFASDs and
discovered a few predictive characteristics among those teens who are likely to become drivers, including:







At least 17 years old
Enrollment in full-time regular education
Planning to attend college
Having held a paid job outside the home
Having a parent who has taught another teen to drive
Inclusion of driving-related goals in his or her individualized education plan (IEP)

“It’s very common for parents of kids with HFASDs to ask how they should handle learning to drive. Knowing
these characteristics can help us prepare anticipatory guidance for families,” said Dr. Huang. “In Pennsylvania,
it’s the law for teens to have a doctor’s sign-off before they can get a learner’s permit and that makes it easier to
address driving-specific concerns. In states that don’t have those laws, it’s an issue that physicians should be
prepared to address with their patients and their parents.”
When determining whether a teen with an HFASD is ready to begin driving, researchers say it might be helpful
to make an appointment with a specialist, such as an occupational therapist or driving instructor, who may be
able to offer guidance on how to break driving lessons down into steps that are easier for teens with an HFASD
to digest and put into practice.
“We hope this study will lay the groundwork for future research into improving the ability to assess readiness to
drive among teens with autism spectrum,” said Dr. Huang.
More information about helping teens with special needs prepare to drive is available at teendriversource.org.
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New Program Offers Discounted
Internet & Computers For
Low-Income Families
Cable provider to provide discounted Internet, computers to low-income families
A new program will give low-income residents in all communities served by Comcast nationally,
including much of Massachusetts, discounted access to computers and the Internet, the company and
state officials announced today.
Comcast estimates that 2 million people nationwide will be eligible for the program, which will be
funded entirely by the communications company. Within Massachusetts, the program will be available in
238 communities.
Officials said they are trying to address the looming gap between lower-income people who can’t
afford computers and wealthier people who can, a gap that can have a crippling effect on lower-income
children’s futures.
“We’ve tried to make closing the digital divide a priority of this administration,” Lieutenant
Governor Timothy Murray said in a telephone interview, adding that with computers, parents can stay in
touch with their children’s schools and children can stay up-to-date with their schools assignments.
“If we want to continue to close the achievement gap, we have to make sure that young people
have access to technology,” he said.
The initiative, “Internet Essentials,” will offer a free digital literacy training program to families with
children who are eligible for a free lunch under the federal school lunch program. These families are
among the groups lease likely to have household computer access, said Steve Hackley, Comcast
regional senior vice president for the greater Boston area. “The Internet adoption rates in those
households are way below national average,” he said. “That’s a national problem that we at Comcast
think we can help solve.” The program will teach parents how to use the internet to make important
tasks—such as applying for jobs or seeking out health care—easier, according to a statement by
Comcast. The training will be available in print, online, or in person.
People who complete the training can buy a Windows computer at a discounted price of $150 and
Internet service for a guaranteed price of $9.95 a month, including a free modem, the statement said.
There are some restrictions: Families can’t have subscribed to Comcast Internet service within the past
90 days or have an overdue Comcast bill or unreturned equipment.
Eligible families have a window of three years to sign up for the program, through the end of the
2013-2014 school year. After this window closes, participating families can continue the program until
their children graduate from high school or they no longer qualify for the federal school lunch program.
“We live in a digital age, and without digital access you can fall behind,” said Balzotti, in a
statement. “In these difficult financial times, officials like myself are facing the challenge of allocating
limited resources-weighing funding for libraries, where residents have traditionally been able to get online
for free, against areas like public safety. It is not an easy choice.”
“Families also face difficult choices, and by providing this opportunity for families of Brockton
students, Comcast is making one choice easier,” she said. “Brockton students will be able to get Internet
access at their home at an affordable rate; not only increasing their access to information, but also
unlocking the limitless potential of our young people, and I appreciate that effort.”
For more information on the program, visit internetessentials.com for English or intenetbasico.com for
Spanish.
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Literature
I Raise My Eyes to Say Yes
Ruth Sienkiewicz-Mercer & Steven Kaplan

Ruth Sienkiewicz-Mercer was born in 1950. She has never
spoken a word; never walked, never fed herself, never combed
her own hair. Trapped in a body that is functionally useless, her
mind works perfectly. This is her story. Absorbing and
heartbreaking, it was written with the collaboration of Ruth's
friend, Steven Kaplan. Without any self pity Ruth recounts her
early childhood with a loving family and some happy years at a
rehabilitation center, then virtual incarceration at the notorious
Belchertown State School in Massachusetts. After 16 years she
was released and now she enjoys a life of purpose and personal
triumph. I Raise My Eyes to Say Yes will permanently alter
your perception of the severely disabled and it will inspire you
with the extraordinary power of love, thought, and the human
spirit.

Born on a Blue Day: Inside the Extraordinary Mind of an Autistic
Savant
Daniel Tammet

Family Connections Newsletter

Born on a Blue Day is a journey into one of the most fascinating
minds alive today—guided by the owner himself. Daniel Tammet
is virtually unique among people who have severe autistic
disorders in that he is capable of living a fully independent life
and able to explain what is happening inside his head. He sees
numbers as shapes, colors, and textures, and he can perform
extraordinary calculations in his head. He can learn to speak
new languages fluently, from scratch, in a week. In 2004, he
memorized and recited more than 22,000 digits of pi, setting a
record. He has savant syndrome, an extremely rare condition
that gives him the most unimaginable mental powers, much like
those portrayed by Dustin Hoffman in the film Rain Man.
Fascinating and inspiring, Born on a Blue Day explores what it’s
like to be special and gives us an insight into what makes us all
human—our minds.

8

Available Resources

1

Easter Seals presents

February 2012
Assistive Technology Workshops
Join the iCrowd! Get the most from your iPad/iPod
Presenter: Katrina Caracol-Parker

Cost: $75
Location: Worcester
When: February 16, 2012
9:30 am to 12:30 pm
Location: Boston
When: February 21, 2012
9:30 am to 12:30 pm
Participants will learn skills required to use the iPod Touch and iPad devices effectively for
organization, both in and out of the classroom. Our presenter will teach you the basic 'care
and feeding' practices you need to get the most out of your iDevice. In addition, you will be
introduced to several advanced tips and tricks such as creating an iTunes account without a
credit card and working with touch screen, accessibility features, and motion controls. Learn
about Apps that help individuals with learning disabilities develop and support
independence in school, the workplace and everyday life. Participants will leave with a
better understanding of how to navigate and thrive in the world of iDevices.
Mail registration form to:
Assistive Technology Conferences, Easter Seals Massachusetts
Or Fax to: 508-831-9768
484 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
Make checks payable to: Easter Seals Massachusetts
Registration deadline is one week prior to each workshop.
Questions? Contact Jeff McAuslin 800 244-2756 ext. 448.
Can't get to one of these workshops? No problem. Easter Seals will come to you. Easter Seals
delivers customized seminars at schools and other professional settings, on these topics, and
many more. To arrange for a seminar or training that meets the needs of your students or
clients, contact Jeff McAuslin.
Visit our web site for more information, including directions to our locations and biographies
of our staff.
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Sibshops is a program for brothers and sisters of kids with special needs!

st

Our Sibshops are scheduled for

** 1 Thursday of each month from 5pm until 7pm **
They are held at the
Nemasket Group
56 Bridge Street
Fairhaven, MA 02719

** NOTE NEW TIME**

Our Sibshop program is for children ages 8-12
Who have siblings with special needs. Sibshops are a great place to meet other children
with similar life situations and play fun games!
For more information and to sign up
Contact: 508-999-4436
Kathleen Amaral x133
Jennifer Newcomer x118

*space is limited and registration required*

Family Connections Newsletter
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Have you always wanted
to learn how to knit?
Here is a great opportunity to get out of the house and learn something
new while meeting new people and sharing similar life experiences.




February 16th, 2012
10:00-12:00
Please join us on February 16th for a couple of
hours of knitting. Our first project will be bangle
bracelets. Knitters of all levels are welcome,
come and learn basic knitting skills or share
your knitting knowledge with others. Trina Bigham will be here to teach basic knitting skills (and
offer info and resources related to any questions you may have revolving around your loved one
with special needs). If you are not a knitter feel free to bring any other project that you may be
working on (crocheting, needlework, etc.).
The Group is free however we are asking that everyone provide their own supplies.
Requirements for this particular project are:
 Size 11 needles (this project is very forgiving so needles of any size can be
used)
 1 skein of bulky #5 yarn in wool (must be 100% wool, no acrylic blends as we’ll
be felting it so if it is mixed with acrylic it won’t shrink properly)
AC Moore has felting wool in pretty colors and you can get a 40% off discount coupon on line!
Light refreshments will be served.
If you plan on attending, please RSVP to 508-999-4436.
For Jennifer Newcomer x 118 or Kathleen Amaral x 133

Available Resources
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Is proud to host

MASS CHILDREN HEALTHY SMILES

DENTAL CLINIC
Here at the Nemasket group
56 Bridge Street
Fairhaven, Ma

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 29th from 4pm until 6pm
*Call to inquire about any open time slots*
508-999-4436 x133

“FOCUS” on Vision Impairment
and Blindness Conference
Meeting the Needs of Individuals
with Intellectual Disability & Vision Loss

March 14, 2012
8:00-3:30 p.m.
Four Points by Sheraton, Norwood, MA
The 7th annual “FOCUS” on Vision Impairment & Blindness Conference is designed for
people working with individuals with vision loss and intellectual disabilities. This year’s
conference will be held in Norwood, MA and include presentations on current research
and practice in areas of medical, clinical, recreation and technology that can positively
impact the lives of these individuals.
Registration Brochure and Form, including CEU information, will be downloadable from
"Training and Events" section of DDS website: www.mass.gov/dds/visionloss
and from the “Perkins Training Center Schedule” on the Perkins website:
www.perkins.org/professional/ptc
Available Resources
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Facebook &
Social Media Safety
Thursday, March 15, 2012
2:00 pm—4:00 pm
The Nemasket Group
56 Bridge Street
Fairhaven, MA 02719
There is no cost for this training
To register, please call Lea Morais (The Nemasket Group)
508-999-4436 ext. 110
Two hour workshop offering practical advice regarding how to educate people to:
1. How to have fun AND be as safe as possible on Facebook
2. How to set security settings
3. How to identify viruses
4. Tips to protect your identity
5. What happens when you click “Like”
6. Brief overview of other social media tools
Barbara Oliver currently serves as the Communications Director for LIFE, Inc.
She has worked with organizations that serve adults with disabilities for 15+ years.
She offers knowledge acquired through her experience and through participation in
numerous conferences featuring nationally acclaimed social media experts. She has
provided social media consultation for several non-profits and organizations. She
currently administers several Facebook Fan Pages and is an active participate in
LinkedIn Groups.
Sponsored by the New Bedford Area Training Committee:
Ivan Brito, M.O.L.I.F.E.; Ricardo DaCruz, S.A.I.L.;
Dustin Green, The Nemasket Group; Heather Leclair, K.D.C;
George McCauley, D.D.S.; Kim Santos, Lifestream;
Marina Silva, Better Community Living
Family Connections Newsletter
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17TH ANNUAL ASD SYMPOSIUM
Thursday and Friday March 15 - 16, 2012
at Rhodes on the Pawtuxet Cranston, RI
Every year, in conjunction with Dr. Barry Prizant, Ph.D, CCC-SLP, Community Autism Resources hosts our
Annual ASD Symposium.
This symposium was the first national forum to address the importance of understanding interests, strengths,
and talents of people with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) relative to social, academic, vocational, and leisure
skills. Presentations and discussions focus on the importance of identifying and enhancing these abilities for
people with ASD of all ages and all ability levels in educational, community, home, and vocational settings.
The symposium is intended for educators, SLPs, OTs, psychologists, paraprofessionals, social workers,
therapists, family members, and other care givers who live with and/or support the development of people
with ASD.Parking, continental breakfast and lunch are included. You can choose to attend one or both days.
Thursday morning: From Anxiety to Meltdown: How Individuals with ASD Deal with Anxiety,
Experience Meltdowns, Manifest Tantrums, & How You Can Intervene Effectively: Deborah Lipsky, M.Ed. has
a Master’s degree in Education and Counseling and travels the country and Canada presenting seminars on
autism. Diagnosed only six years ago with high functioning autism, she has found her own unique solutions
and strategies for coping with autism as an adult. Deborah has a way of letting attendees “feel” what it is like
to be autistic and her interactive style of presenting keeps audiences always riveted. She is the author of two
books, From Anxiety to Meltdowns and Managing Meltdowns.
Thursday Afternoon: Practical Strategies for Developing Trust with Persons with Autism and their
Families: Barry Prizant & Barbara Domingue, Executive Director Community Autism Resources
The success and quality of life achieved by persons with ASD depends on the development of
trusting and supportive relationships. Trust must be developed in school settings with all staff, as persons with
ASD are more available for learning and for engaging successfully with others. Barry and Barbara will consider
qualities of interpersonal support and characteristics of interactions that underlie the development of trusting
relationships with persons with ASD, and their families. Practical strategies will be discussed for enhancing
trust with people with ASD of all ages and ability levels, and their families.
Friday: Technology for Your Toolbox: Using the iPad to Support Communication and Learning: Spend the day
with Brenda Fossett, Ph.D., BCBA-D
This presentation is essentially a “show and tell” of apps across a variety of categories, such as learning to use
the touch screen, cause/effect, early learning, visual supports, AAC, language development, literacy, math,
etc. It’s been extremely well-received for its practicality and strategies.
Conference Fee: Both Days early bird BEFORE February 15, 2012
• Parent/Full Time Student/Family Member of a Child with ASD - $199.00 Add Spouse – $70.00
• Professionals (Early Bird) - $265.00
For more information about the Symposium, fees for a single day, post early bird prices, group rates for professionals,
and CEUs/Credits and PDPs for: Speech & Language pathologists, Psychologists, Social Workers, as well as MA, CT & RI
teachers go to: http://www.community-autism-resources.com/events/symposium.html
OR Call Family Connections @ 508-999-0077
Please note ALL attendees will receive CEU certificates.
Symposium questions should be directed to: Kelly@ccseminars.com
There may be some limited funding for parents who need help with the conference fee.
Contact Jan Randall for more information 508-379-0371 ext 16.
Family Connections Newsletter
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GUARDIANSHIP AND HEALTH
CARE PROXY WORKSHOP
Attorney Michael Lahti
Lahti & Lahti Law Offices
Specialist in Estate Planning and Elder Law
Thursday, May 17, 2012
3:00pm—4:30pm
The Nemasket Group
56 Bridge Street
Fairhaven, MA 02719
Important topics to be discussed will include:
~What is a Health Care Proxy?
~Why is a Health Care Proxy important and when should one be
drafted?
~How to institute a Health Care Proxy?
~What is the difference between a Health Care Proxy and Power of
Attorney, or legal guardianship?
~What is a Power of Attorney?
~What is legal guardianship?
There is no cost for this training
To register, please call Lea Morais (The Nemasket Group)
508‐999‐4436 ext. 110
Sponsored by the New Bedford Area Training Committee:
Ivan Brito, M.O.L.I.F.E.; Ricardo DaCruz, S.A.I.L.;
Dustin Green, The Nemasket Group; Heather Leclair, K.D.C;
George McCauley, D.D.S.; Kim Santos, Lifestream;
Marina Silva, Better Community Living
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Save
the

Date
11th Annual Charity

Golf

Tournament
Monday, August 27, 2012
Interested in becoming a Sponsor or donating a Raffle or Auction Item?
Please call 508-999-4436 x 122 or E-mail Golf@nemasketgroup.org
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Phone: 508-999-0077
Fax: 508-997-9239

Creating a network of family support
for individuals with developmental
disabilities and their families
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